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I—Foretan Porrrios. 


Tue Roenama i-Mukaddas Hublul Mateen (Calcutta) states on ‘the authori 


of the Express newspaper that thirty thousand 
Concentration of Kussian troops Russian troops have arrived at a Kushk on the 
om the Afghan frontier. frontier of Afghanistan, and that the Amir has 
ordered his troops to be in readiness to defend the country. The concentration 
of Russian troops in Central Asia is not, however, so very extraordinary 
a thing. Neither the British Government nor the English statesmen, there- 
fore, think it worth their while to trouble themselves about the matter. “Almost 
all European newspapers have acquired the habit of making mountains of 
molehills in all affairs of the Russians in Central Asia. „ 
2. The same paper says that looting, | slaughter, and carnage in China 
ona are assuming a horrible aspect. The Chinese 
The position of China. Governinent ought to co-operate with the Europeans 
in putting down the lawlessness in the Chinese Empire. Whether the Chinese 
oppose the Europeans or not, there is no denying that China will be torn into 
pieces and divided among the Powers. : | ee ge 
8. The Rangalaya | Calcutta] of the 3rd May says that the decision of 
the British Government to detain the Boer prisoners 
3 of cy a the in Ahmednagar in India, which is not a viet 
eee healthy place, has led to an agitation in England. 
A question was asked on the subject in Parliament, and though Mr. Broderick — 
has, for the present, saved himself by giving a plausible reply, the matter has 
not yet heen dropped. 
Lock, on the other hand, at the Chinese prisoners. Numberless Chinamen 
were taken prisoners by the French, the Germans, the Russians and the 
Japanese, and were made to stand in rows and shot dead. Did anybody then 
come forward to speak a word on behalf of the unfortunate men? The great 
heart of Gladstone felt pity for the victims of the Bulgarian atrocities, but then, 
those victims were Christians. But how many Europeans have shed a tear 


for the poor Chinese, the fathers of civilisation, when they are being killed 
like so many insects ? , 
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II—Home ApMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 
4. The Charu Mshir | Mymensingh } of the 80th April has the follow- 


ing. 
Cases of theft occur in many parts of the town, 
but the offenders cannot be traced for want of 
detective ability on the part of the local police. A theft was committed at 
Sehara, but in this case, the thief was arrested by some residents of the locality 
and afterwards sentenced to imprisonment. We hear that the Sub-Inspector of 
Police, Sasi Babu, sometimes shows scant. courtesy to the public, When the 
residents of Sehara took the thief arrested by them to the thane, Sasi Babu used 
improper language towards them, for which they brought a charge against 
him. But for some unknown reason, the Joint Magistrate did not entertain the 
complaint. : Cee RE ee: 
5. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanyivant: [Burdwan]: of the 80th 

| April writes as follows: . . 

Bürdwan. of theft ina village in For some time past, the number of cases of theft 
n x with house-breaking has considerably increased 
within the jurisdiction of the Dainhat Municipality: No less than forty such 
cases occurred during the months of Falgun and Ohattra lust, and à few 
more have taken place subsequently. In most cases, nothing but brass plates, 
cups, and other articles of the kind were stolen. The offenders have succeeded 
so long in throwiag dust in the eyes of the police. About two 3 
the daroga of Katwa came here and made some noise, but failed to trace 
out the culprits. Some residents of the locality have petitioned { Deputy 
Magistrate of Katwa to have some suspicious: characters dealt’ with under 
eae 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code, and: the result is- awaited with 
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ANNADA Bazar 
PaTRIKA. 
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May Ist, 1901, 


PraBHat,. 
May lst, 1901. 


_ mouths. The police are doing nothin 


( 360 ) 


. A correspondent of the Murshidabad Hitatshi ( Murshida 
: 5 lst May writes as follows :— | | | bad] of the 
aan, rf On the 22nd Chaitra last, Gokul Barui. of 
Chutipur, in thana Daulatabad, was reported to have been murdered. I went 
to the spot and met the daroga on the way. He told me that the deceased 
had been mauled bya tiger. On examining the body, I noticed a wound on 
the head. a contusion on the eye, the neck cut by some weapon, and other 
rts of the body badly mutilated. There were no marks of scratching or 
iting on the body. There was blood on the ground as well as on a piece of » Bes 
that ae been left there. The por J wos at first preposed to be sent up for post 
mortem examination, but subsequently ordered to be cremated. On the 6th April 
last, an application signed by 1 persons was made to the District Magistrate 
and he ordered the Inspector of Police to make an enquiry. The Inspector ig 
reported to have accepted the view of the local police as to the cause of death. 
It is reported that he did not call any of the signatories to the application and 
af rudely towards the witnesses, and asked the gentlemen, present at the 
enquiry, to leave the place. 5 
On the 5th of Baisakh, a fresh application was made, and the result ig 
awaited with interest. | | 
7. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika of the 1st May has 
the following :— 


Badmashes in certain villages We have got a letter signed b 


in the Jessore district. several in- 


Sone habitants of Panjia, an important village within 
the jurisdiction of the Keshavpur thana in the Jessore district, saying that 
the villages of Panjia, Madardanga, and Sataishkati being infected with 
badmashes, life and female chastity are seriously imperilled. The writers 
believe that the badmashes are secretly supported by some influential residents 
of the place, and they have grown so bold as to set out on their intended 
expeditions, armel with deadly weapons, even on a moonlight night. Some 
of the inhabitants of the locality, who had petitioned the Magistrate of Jessore, 
for the purpose of getting 30 or 40 suspected ee dealt with under section 
110 of the Criminal Procedure Code, have had threats held out to them by the 
badmashes. 
8. The same paper has the following: 


Mr. Reily’s unfitness as a Although Mr. Reily has been acquitted by th 
police o t High Court, yet that Court had to admit indirectly 
that he is quite unfit for the post of District Superintendent of Police. Even 
his best friends are obliged to admit that Mr. Reily is a simpleton possessing 
Jug little intellect. Mr. Geidt, the clear-sighted and independent Sessions 
Judge of Noakbali, has distinctly said in his judgment that Mr. Reily is 
merely a tool in the hands of his subordinates.” Would it not be better to 
transfer him to some other branch of the public service? 


9. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the Ist May speaks very highly 


A deserving police officer. | of Babu Kunja Bihari Mukerjee, the present 


* Inspector of Police of the town thana, and says 
that seven dacoits, who are old offenders, have been arrested, mainly through 


the efforts of the able Inspector. For the last few days, there havo been no 


occurrences of theft in the town, owing to the precautionary measures taken 
by Kunja Babu. ‘ lia 


10. A correspondent of the Prabhat [Calcutta] of the Ist May complains 
Prevalence of theft in scme of the prevalence of theft and incendiarism in the 
villages in the Mymensingh ‘Villages Parasi, Kalsimantap, Atharadana and 
We ka _ , Garatta within the jurisdiction of the Ghatail out- 
post in the Tengail subdivision of the Mymensingh district, and gives a list of 
seven thefts which have occurred in the villages during the ‘ast five or six 


to check the crime. ste 
11. The same paper writes as follows:— | 
ora 5 Perfect anarchy must be said to prevail in 
Reorud 7 mus Sal O pre 
dacoity in Boma ona 2 — ane wh p- w Be re en, eee take 2 a8 
25 n ently under British rule, as they used to do in 
the time of the Mussalma rulers. N cak : 3 7 1 
. fe ; ers. Not to speak of all India, in Bengal alone 


lighted torch in hand, carrying analy 2 day, the dacoits coming, as of yore, 


can lay their hands 


weapons and decamping with all they 
pon. As for petty thefts, their number is legion. These 


(861) 

é 4 125 RAMEE Ny 1 1 eS j | 
crimes are being committed, not only in the far off mutassal 
suburban localities like Agarpara, Baranagore, Barisa, Behala and Si 
of which has its own police. Yet the police can neither check the crimes nc 
apprehend the e ra Is it possible for the residents to live in case under 
such circumstances ? . 5 15 „ 

‘ 12. The Pratinidht [Comilla} of the 1st May says that theft and 

“rowdyiam are rampent in Prahmanbaria town in 

Badmashes in Oarahm«nberia the Tippera district. The badmashes were held in 
ton Sh tee ee check ty Ramrup Sing so long as he was the town 
head constable in the place. But after his transfer, they have again raised 
their heads. The town should have a competent town head constable like 
him. ee 


13. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 2nd May asks why Mr. Reily has 
Mr. Reily's transfer. 


is, no doubt, a promotion. Mr. Pennell may have prosecuted Mr. Reily for 


forgery and perjury from vindictive feelings, but Mr. Geidt also has severely 


censured him. So what has Mr. Reily done to merit the promotion? —s_. 

14. The Khulna [Khulua] of the 2nd May says that recently some 26 

aN oe thatched houses were burnt down in village Senhati 
qineendiariem ina village in the in the Khulna district. The fire was doubtless set 
by some badmash. The number of badmashes in the 

village has alarmingly increased. ‘The police should keep a strict eye on them, 
15. The same paper says that recently a quantity of rice was stolen 
from the house of a resident of Kamkola under 
the jurisdiction of the Gadkhali thana in the 
Khulna district. The thieves did not lay their 
hands on anything else. This proves the existence of distress among 
the inhabitants, and shows that the prevailing scarcity of food is leading 
them to commit crimes. 2 8 


16. A correspondent 4 chs Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8rd May writes as 
ollows :— 

On the 28th March last, Babu Barada Prasad 
0uhatterji, Sub-Inspector of the Galsi thana, in the 
Burdwan district, and a constable, both without uniform, accompanied by the 
second teacher of the Board’s Middle English School, called at the Galsi post 
office about 7-30 P. x., and enquired for the postmaster, The postmaster 
came out and asked the Sub-Inspector his name. The Sub-Inspector said: 
J am the Sub-Inspector of the thana. Since coming to this place as post 
master you have been committing badmashs and oppression on people. Recently 
you cut jokes at a woman, and she has complained at the thana against you. 
I am come to investigate that charge, and will take you to the thana.” The 
postmaster replied :—‘‘I am not a man of that character. If you have heard 
anything against me, first enquire of the villagers about my character, and 
then you may do as you like, As for taking me arrested to the thana, you 
have no power to do that without the permission of my superior officers.” 

This inflamed the Sub-Inspector, who abused the postmaster and rose to 


Theft and distress in the Khulna 
district. 


An alleged oppression committed 
by a police officer, 


arrest and handcuff him. The postmaster ran into his office room, but the 


Sub-Inspector followed him and gave him a push with his stick. A postal peon 
who had stretched out his hand to avert the blow received a severe wound on 
his arm and bled profusely. A crowd assembled at the office and people 
heard the Sub-Inspector saying in a loud voice:— Sala, 1 can put the Lat 
Saheb under handcuffs; do I care for your Post Office?” and using abusive and 
boasting language which is not fit to be put on paper. 3 85 

The postmaster reported the matter by wire that very night to his 
superiors. And by the order of the District Magistrate, the District Superin- 
tendent of Police made an enquiry at which all the 
oppression committed. , 


post office, the Sub-Inspector stood outside and made a list of the names of the 
people who stood around. On the District Superintendent finishing his 


it ales in 
police can neither check the crimes nor 


been made the District Superintendent of Police 
of Nadia? The transfer from Noakhali to Nadia 


witnesses deposed to the 
the District Superintendent was 2 his investigation inside the 
e 


HrraVaDi 


investigation, the Sub- Inspector told that officer that the men whose names were 
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HitavaDi, 
May 3rd, 1901. 
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included in the list had beaten him in covspiracy with the talukdar. The 
District Superintendent, however, did not listen to him and publicly scolded 
him. If the villagers had committed an assaylt on him, why was the Sub- 

ector silent about the matter for three weeks? 
The cause of the Sub-Inspector’s assault on the postmaster appears to be 
Galsi thana, E 


si t a Indra Narayan Biswas, had come to make a deposit in the 
Postal Savings Bank, but as the hour was a very late one for receiving a deposit, 
the had told the e to send the money at the proper 
hour. This had, of course, displeased the Sub- Inspeetor. The junior Sub- 
Inspector had heard all this from his senior officer, and on his way to the post 
office, on the day of occurrence, told Babu Bihari Lal Hasi, former Government 
doctor, and some other friends that he was going £9 teach a lesson to the post- 
master of Galsi. He also told his friends:—“ The postmaster has slighted the 
senior Sub- Inspector. He wants to go by rules, I am going to teach him 
rules.” Bihari Babu has stated these facts in his deposition. „ 

The editor remarks that police oppressions like the above are very fre- 
quently heard of now-a-days. The Galsi affair, if the correspondent is to be 
believed, is a very serious one, and oppressions of the kind ought to be checked 
without delay. Incidents like the above clearly prove the necessity of police 
reform. How long will the authorities remain indifferent to these things for the 
sake of prestige? How long can they conceal their defects and shortcomings, | 

17. The same paper says that the passing of the Arms Act, which was 

the outcome of Government’s distrust of the people, 
A Orune e increase of dacoity in has made it necessary for the authorities to 
n entirely take upon themselves the task of preserv- 
ing peace in the country. And to preserve peace, Government employs the 
lice. Peace is preserved where the police is efficient, but where the polis e is 
inefficient and worthless, what it does is to oppress the people itself instead of 
age their life, property, and honour from the hands of oppressors. The 
ndian, although he has strength enough in his body to check these oppressions, 
has, nevertheless, to suffer everything in silence 

The enforcement of the Arms Act is one of the causes of the increase of 
dacoity in the country. Another cause is the ivefficiency of the police. 

According to a correspondent of the Times of India, a most during dacoity 
was committed in the house of a rich bunnia of Muddabihal in Bijapur in the 
Bombay Presidency on the 14th April last just after nightfall. The dacoits, 
about one hundred in number, entered the city openly, went past the taluka 
office, the post office, and the Subordinate Judge’s Court, yet did not attract 
the notice of any policeman. They beat and otherwise oppressed the inmates 
of the house and decamped with property worth fifteen thousand rupees. 
i Ml sen in the city for half an hour, during which time about five 
hundred people were roused from their sleep by the noise, yet none of them, 
unarmed as they were, dared to confront the Lotte British subjects though 
they were, the bunnta and the members of his family had to submit to the 
oppression, because they Feen no firearms, Neither did the police, 
through whose agency the Government promised, when it disarmed its subjects, 
to preserve the peace, came forward to arrest the dacoits. 

Here is another case. Barrackpore is a place not far frcm Calcutta. It has 
not only its civil police, but also contains a military cantonment, But even ina 
Bus ke this armed dacoits, about twenty-five in number, broke into the 

ouse of Babu Satya Charan Banik, a rich jeweller, on the 23rd April last, and 
took away property worth four thousand rupees without meeting with the least 
resistance on the part of the police, AiG | 
.. Considering, therefore, the increase of dacoity in the country, it behoves 
Government either to direct its attention to police reform or relax the strin- 
gency of the Arms Act. “oe 
18. A mufassal correspondent of the same paper says that one night in 
An untraced dacoity in the the month of Fulgun last, a number of men entered 
Dacca distriot. ee house of ee late Hari 8 of Karj ae ‘ 
898 | Village in the Manikganj ‘subdivision of t! 
8 distriot, severely beat the mistress of the house, ‘iad ‘decamped with all 
o valuables they could lay their hands upon. The woman died the next day 
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from the injuries she had received, Information was given to she e, ond on ° 


investigation was held but no trace has yet been obtained of the e 
mae The Basumati {Calcutta ] of the 4th May has the followin 
Hur. Geidt, too, who was sent to Noakhal: 

Police reform. tme place of Mr. Pennell, sang to the same tune 


his predecessor with this difference only that he made no att 
Gens having no reason to do 20. Mf. Geidt's Jucgmans more x 
N the allegations made by Mr. Pennell against the oakhali police. It 


be admitted on all hands that not only the Noakhali police but the police 
in general stands in need of reform. bere are many Reilys, Osman Alis 


and Kailases in this country, and to screen their wrong-doings, Magistrates like 
Mr. Cargill, too, are not ies in man districts, Our able Inspector-General 
of Police has suspended Osmgn Ali and las, but such solitary cases of sus- 
pension or dismissal will “dt remove the evil. A thorough cleansing of that 
Augean Stable—the Indian police,—has, become absolutely necessary. 
20. The same paper says that a theft was committed in the house of Babu 
mesh Chunder Ghose of the village of Utkul in 
_Provalonce of theft in village the district of Khulna. The thieves decamped 
sas with property worth some three or four hundred 
rupees. Many other cases of theft Lave also occurred in the same place within 
the last ten or eleven months, but, owing to the inefficiency of the police, the 
offenders have not been brought to justice. ie 


21. The Dacca Prakash [ Dacca] of the 5th May says that since Babu 


1 25 Sarat Chandra Basu's appointment at Bhawal, in 
5 2222 in Bhawel in the the Dacca district, as the Sub- Inspector of the local 
: lice, a large number of rape, murder, and other 
cages have been brought to light within the Bhawal Estate. This shows that such 
cases formerly used to be hushed up by the powerful men of the place. Corrup- 
tion was universal. So if the offender could spend sufficient money in bribing 
others he was sure to escape punishment, 2 97 : , eae 
22. The same paper has the following :— : | 5 
. 8 We do not know if Imdad Ali, the local In- 
ot Dara Ali the Police Inspector gpector of Police, is related to Osman Ali, daroga 
of Noakhali, but as regards mental disposition and 
good luck there is considerable similarity between the two men. Imdad Ali has 
been at Dacca for more than twelve years, aud many cases of oppression com- 
mitted by him have already been reported by us. Here is a proof of his good 
luck. Three years ago, while be was at Manickganj, a dacoity was committed 
at Elachipur. He went to the place to make an investigation and put up with 
the very man who was suspected by some of the villagers to have been im Boated 
in the dacoity. The weapon left by the dacoits is said to have been identified 
as the property of the man with whom the Inspector put up. But instead of 
proceeding against him, the Inspector arrested all those who gave evidence 
against him or were his enemies. It was proved in the Sessions Court that the 
Inspector had extremely oppressed the arrested persons and their wives. He 
forced two of them to make a confession and committed them to the Sessions as 
the Queen’s evidence and also sent up their wives as witnesses. But in the Ses- 
sions Court they retracted their statements, and gave an account of the oppression 
which had been commited by the Inspector. All the accused persons were 
discharged, but Indad Ali was immediately afterwards transferred to the healthier 
station of Munshiganj, perhaps as a reward for his services in connection with that 
case. But in a recent murder case Mr. Gordon, the Sessions Judge, passed severe 
strictures against Imdad Ali for fabricating false evidence against a person, 
and Imdad has since been suspended by the Inspector-General of Police. | 
23. The Tripura Hitatshi (Tippera’ of the 7th May writes asfollows:— _ 
Suspicious conduct of a Sub-In- a In the month of March last a theft was commit- 
1 Folice in the Tippera ted in the house of Ram Kumar Sing, dafadar, in 
oe village Satmora in the Tippera district. Inform- 
3 ony As he the 1 38 A few days after the occurrence 
© Nanda Kishor Nath, an inhabitant of the same village, gave out that his 
neighbour, Nader Chand Nath, had secret! Be vidla vii 
louse. On receiving this information, Babu Purna Chandra Chakravarti, Sub- 
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more or less 


y left some of the stolen property in his 


Inspector of the Navinagar thana, came and arrested both Nanda Kishor and 
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ader Chand with the stolen 8 After investigation, Nader Chand wa; 
saad not guilty, and Nanda Kishor was released on bail, on condition chat hoe a 
would be present at the thana on the next day. But on the next day Nanda 
Kishor also was let off by the Sub-Inspector, and the stolen property was re- 
turned to its owner. The conduct of the Sub-Inspector in this case is suspicious, 
Tho case appears to have been illegully bushed up. 33 A ote ET 5 


24. A correspondent ot the Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 8th May says that a 
2 _ young Brahman girl was kidnaped on the occasion 
UL of the Astami bathing festival in Dacca. The police 
5 and medical officers left the place as soon as the 
bathing ceremony was over, which caused a good deal of suffering to man 
pilgrims. Many had to suffer much inconvenience for want of proper latrine 
arrangements. 


 (b}—Working of the Courts. 


25. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad]} of the lst May says that 
Complaints against the Road * enquiry into the work of the Road Cess Certi- 
ess Certificate Department in ficate Department in Berhampore has become 
Bechampore. necessary, and writes as follows: — | 
Some time ago a road cess certificate was issued against the pro 
of one Ali Safi Muhammad within the Kandi subdivision. The property was 
subsequently sold by public auction. Within one month after the sale Ali Safi, 
in accordance with an order of the certificate officer, deposited in court his 
liability with cost and interest. But the sale has not yet been set aside. | 
On the 19th January last the certificate officer ordered the sale of the 
lakhiraj property of 1 ali Sundari Devi within the Kandi subdivision. 
A notification for sale was served by attaching it to a mango tree in the native 
village of the judgment-debtor, as the court peon, Khudiram De Sarkar, 
who had been entrusted with the work, submitted in his return. The falsehood 
in this return is proved by the fact.that there is not a single mango tree in the 
native villuge of the judgment-debtor. What- the peon actually did was 
that he went to the brother of the judgment-debtor, and said that he came to 
attach moveable property, and that the liability in question might be sent 
to the certificate officer by money-order. Accordingly the liability with cost 
and interest was sent by money-order to the office. On the 14th March 
following, the money was received in the certificate office, and the receiving 
officer made tho note on the money-order receipt, which was to return to the 
sender, that unless a further sum of four annas, as drum cost, should be paid, 
the property would be sold by public auction. Curiously, on the very next day, 
the 15th March, the property was sold by auction, The money-order receipt 
reached the judgment-debtor on the 2nd April, and on the 15th April her 
brother came on her behalf to deposit four annas as required. But the man 
found out that the property had been sold. He deposited the four annas through 
a mukhtar. But some days after he was informed that the sale was confirmed 
on the ground of default in the payment of the current cess which fell due 
on the 16th April last. The entire proceeding is altogether anomalous, and 
appears to be illegal. : i 
“The Road Ces Department in Berhampore is governed by family cliques in 
all its branches. The certificate requisition clerk is the elder brother of the 
Road Cess head clerk. ‘The man who has the charge of seeing that certificates 


are properly served, is a brother of the certificate head clerk. What a beautiful 
family arrangement! — . 


* * 
* 


i 


* 


26. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 2nd May has the following: = 
Me. Beily’ We do not know whether Mr. Reily is reall 
. Heily's acquittal. ° 4 . 
| guilty or not, and we are not sorry at his acquittal. 
But for some reasons the public confidence in the High Court has suffered 
a diminution. An impression has gained ground in the public mind that the 
High Court follows entirely a different course in the trial of a high official, 
from that followed in the case of an ordinary individual, It is not our 
intention to show disrespect to the Hon’ble J udges of the High Court or to any 
way lower their prestige in the public estimation. We simply refer to the 
impression which has found its way into the public mind. That such an 
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as a 2 calamity. 3 15 1 5 
of the ond May that ben ‘rule Honorary Kanns, 
27. The Khulna [Khulna e + ie oF Po ght 3 


The work of Honorary Magis- ot simple cases onl „while the lieated ‘ones 
e of heals coe eee, 
Khulna town this rule is not observed, and so it is feared that there is a 
mi e of justice in 8 e * anage ry ‘Ma istrates. | 
Jan jivani cu 0 e ay hes Friev. 
e 8 lieh landed behaviour of Mr. Abdar | shim, I 
The Caleutta Presidency Magis- dency Magistrate of Calcutta, in a “recent case. 
trate. 99 223 The plaintiff charged a man with assault on his wife ‘ 
with the intention of violating her chastity. The Magistrate ‘said eae 5 
would take the deposition of the plaintifi’s wife. The plaintiff's prayer tha 
she was a pardanishin, and vould not be brought to Court, was refused. The 
next day the plaintiff was obliged to take her to Court, and put her up in the 
witness- box. On this, Mr. Abdur Rahim said that if the woman was pardanishin, 
her deposition could be taken from her palanquin. The pleader said that. the 
plaintiff was too poor to pay for a Ewa. uin. Mr. Abdur Rahim then said 
that it was all a trick. Alter taking do e deposition of the woman, he asked 
her. daughter, a girl of eight years, with what'd intention the defendant had 
attacked her mother. Does this question bespeak gentility in Mr, Abdur = 
Rahim ? | 
29. The Khulna (Khulna) of the And May says that the cha Paal and Kavu, 


constables sthHoned in the Criminal Court in u 2nd, 1901, 


* ee Court ers. Khulna town behave very improperly towards liti- 
gants and others who have occasion to resort to 
that Court. body except pleaders and their muharrirs is sure to be 
expelled Sai 8 rooms by a chaprasi or constable, if he is not gratified 
with a bakshis. Litigants find themselves unable even to proper! 7 instruct their 
pleaders. Gentlemen feel 3 such treatment. 
80. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [ Calcutta] of the 3rd May has an article 
severely condemning the Amrita Borar Patrika May dra, 1901. 
wae Amrita Busar 1 Patrika’ a e for its attack Spon Mr. J ustioe Amir 
31. The Hituvadi e, the 3rd May writes as follows:— ~~ Hv 
The High Court and Mr. Pennell o are not sorry for the manner in which ™r d. 1001. 
the case against Mr. Reily has ended. The only 
thing we are sorry for i is that the peop have at last lost all confidence in the 
High Court. 
Admitting that there never came to this country another civilian so ‘devoid 
of judgment and common sense, as Mr. Pennell is, can it be denied that the 
High Court Judges who heard the appeal in the murder case were guilty 2 
indiscretion, a hundred times greater than that which Mr. Pennell is alle 
have committed. The judgment of the High Court is not itself free om 
irrelevancy, and expresses . an opinion as to which witnesses are to 
be believed and which not. It is strange that what is not considered blame- 
worthy: in High Court — should be held improper in a Sessions Judge. 
The deceased man was no relation of Mr. ennell’s, nor was the Scouse 
Sadak Ali an enemy of his. He had, therefore, no motive to do injustice in the 
case. Nor did he forget his d out of selfish considerations like promotic 
in the service or transfer to a heathier station. On the contrary he sacrificed | 
lf in order to do justice in the case. No wonder that, under duch 
circumstances, he should be worshipped e ple. What he has: done will 
ng no e on him. But what 3 of the Chief Justide, 
sending him a request by wire? And how will it 


Eas te Court, which has ‘censured Mr. n in ‘the: strongest 


To the drassifie which ia: being offered to Mr, ennell i 
cative of much 9 eg pect for the Hi — ? It ie true 
Francis Maclean's conduct iu the Bar murder case. 3 7 
Non of the public, but how are people spes ng of his conduct in the 
oakhali case? Those who are speaking out their minds are crying shame on 
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are looking at it with eyes which express contempt. What 

pra ay Mr. Pennell mean ? Does it not mean Dutiful Pennell, we 
preciate your merit and qualities, We do not care for the opinion of the 
High Court which has brought you into-disgrace. The Judges who censured 
you are not fit to touch even your ‘shoes. By giving you this reception, we 
make it known that the Ju who have censured you are themselves worth- 
less, and that the Court which has disgraced you deserves our contempt.” - 
Mr. Pennell is certainly guilty of introducing irrelevant: matter in his 
judgment, But without his doing so the private influences that were sought 
to oS brought to bear upon him would never have come to the knowledge of 
the public. ‘Thanks to him, everybody, male or female, young or old, has now 
come to know how the Chief Justice himself makes requests, what the 
Lieutenant-Governor says when on tour, and how the. Secretaries hold out 
threats and temptations bused on promotion and transfer. It is of no conse: 


quence whether a reference to these things in the — rey has been relevant or 
not. But all India will remain grateful to Mr. Pennell for including. them in his 


judgment. Paks | } 
ü * A correspondent of the same paper complains. of the arbitrary 
und whimsical conduet of Mr. Stark, Subdivisional 
Officer of Dumka, in the Sonthal Parganas district, 
si oe in the matter of granting permission for the repair 
of houses, &c. Recently a gentleman obtained permission, after one year, to 
repair his house, but bardly had he commenced the work when the headman of 
the village told him to stop it. The gentleman refusing to do so, unless a 
written order to the effect was received by him, the headman entered his house 
with some chaukidars, two or three days later, and pulled down some maso 
illars. The gentleman represented the matter to the Deputy Commissioner, 
t that officer referred him to the Subdivisional Officer who, in his turn, took 
no notice of the complaint, but directed the petitioner to submit fresh plans. 
These being submitted, he ordered the petitioner to remove his house a foot-and- 
a-half, and then to repair it. | | Maen | ar 
The editor asks the Lieutenant-Governor to put a stop to such scandalous 
proceedings in the Sonthal Parganas, and hopes that some one will puta 
question on the subject in the Bengal Council. We ae 
33. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 4th May has the following:—. — 
Sn a | | Neither the officials of Noakhali nor those of 
enen en. Harisal took the public demonstration in honour 
of Mr. Pennell in a favourable light. At Noakali the District Magistrate 
refused the public the use of the Town Hall, which had been built with public 
money while the Magistrate of Barisal gave ample proof of his highminded- 
ness by vetoing to grant passes for a procession. As there has been no 
infringement of the law, the officials found they had no right to interfere with 
a movement, the object of which was simply to express gratitude. . They have 
therefore ., this outburst of public feeling from a distance with a 
frowning look. „ | : vig Yh vte oe 57 } — 
If, instead of being frightened by the bogey: of prestige, Government 
had calmly consider d the matter, it would have seen that the public homage 
paid to Mr. Pennell is nothing but an outburst of loyalty ‘We sing the praise 
of Mr. Pennell and honour him as a conquering hero, not because he is an 
enemy of the Government, but because he is one of its just and conscientious 
officers. Any other officer could have ruled over the hearts of the people a8 
a god it he had only done his duty in the same way às Mr. Penneil did. 
The injustice done to Mr. Pennell has served only to inerease public sym- 


Mr. Stark, Subdivisiond Officer 
of Dumka. © capi 


— 


The deep regerd shown by the people for Mr. Pennell proves that they 
want an impartial administration of justice — that they have no sympathy 
with the weaknesses and shortcomings of Government. But that does not 
prove that they have no regard for the rulers. | We have always ‘been under 
the paternal: care and protéction of the rulers; democratic principles can never 
flourish in India, for we are not accustomed to such ‘principles,:: We ‘look 
15 to the administration of Ram as an ideal one. 80 ff 
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too can earn for themselves the same lasting regard and esteem of the who ‘ 


opulation of Bengal as Mr. Pennell now commands, The treatment accorded 
8 Pennell by the public is only a proof of their regard rapide? 
justice. Does it not st a lesson to Government as regards its own duties? 
If all the District Magistrates and Judges had been as kind-hearted and 


conscientious as Mr. Pennell is, would not the Indians have wor Re 


She people of this country, while they desire te see an impartial admin - 
istration of justice, also want to show their respect for equity and righteous- 
ness. If Government shows any indifference in this respect if it tries to 
ignore the laudable efforts of the pepole to do honour to righteous men, it 
will be unable to keep up its gy 1 98754 os tate 15 2 
34. Ihe Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the Sth May says that it is 
rumoured that Mr. Savage, Commissioner of the 


The Commissioner of the Dacca Dacca Division, bas instructed Mr. Rankin, Magis- 
i wat e trate of Dacca, to refuse to entertain the me 
| of perjury instituted by the Sub-Inspector Babu 

Sarat Chandra Basu against Rai Kali Prasanna Ghosh Bahadur, The Com- 
missioner says that to quote the language of Macaulay, ‘“‘perjury isthe defen- 
sive and offensive weapon of the people” of India. So if Government is to 
unish Indians for perjury, it will have to punish them all. Considering this, 


it is better for the Government to remain on good terms with the Rajas and 
zamindars of the country. 


35. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 6th May has the following: 

Nadler Mr. Reily has been acquitted by the * 
nn eee Court, and we have nothing to say against the 
decision of the highest court in the land. Moreover, there is nothing new in 
it; Mr. Reily's acquittal was a foregone conelusion. However, all is well 
that ends well, and we have no personal grudge against Mr. Reily. In this 
case too, Justices Amir Ali and Pratt did not abstain from oriticising 
Mr. Pennell's action and remarking that the Sessions Judge had shown himself 
unable to preserve a judicial balance of mind. It may be that Mr. Pennell 
lost self-possession in the Reily affair, but it is a matter of regret that their 
Lordships, too, have failed to preserve their balance of mind in the Pennell 
affair. 


36. Referring to the enquiry into the Lansdowne Road tragedy the 
Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 8th May says that the 


The Lansdowne Road tragedy. Nurse MacLeod has been let off, t 1ough she was. 
clearly proved to have t herself, simply because she is a European. 


It is a matter of doubt whether an Indian nurse would have escaped so eusily 
under similar circumstances. Miss McLeod not only committed perjury but 
unhesitatingly identified an innocent man as a thief and murderer, and yet 


4 


the Magistrate was silent on the point! : 


(d) — Education, 


37. The Tripura Hitaishs [Tippera] of the 30th April is glad that Babu 
Selection of text-hooks by Bab Tren hes tae 3 5 Ingpector of a 

) 08. taneous Se ape cca, has been appointed to officiate as Inspector o 
23 n . Schools in the Patna Cirele, It is a matter of regret, 


* 7 . 


bowever, that Avinash Babu showed great want 
of discernment in selecting text-books for schools in East Bengal. He has 
selected the same books for the same class of all zilla schools, but has failed 
to take into his consideration the varying capacities of students. : 
38, ‘The Prabhat ann vr lst May writes 2 r. ted! 
55 onsidering what high officials have re edly 
Lord Curson’s Aligarh eech. said about the Aligarh 4 — 5 it would g. e 
is no other institution in the country so laudable as regards its aims and aspil a- 
tions as that college. For our part, we have no fault to find with it. Nor 
do we question that Sir Syed Ahmed, its founder, was a very influential man 
who had a keen solicitude for the welfare of his co-religionists. But much 
harm is being done by too much praise. While the authorities are so partis 
te the Aligarh College, nothing could induce the Lieutenant-Goyernor of the 


Dacca PRakaseH, 
May 5th, 1901. 


Dacca,GagBTTE, 
May 6th, 1901. 


PRABBAT, 
May sth. 1901. 


TRIPURA 
Hiram, 


April 30th, 1601 


PRABHAT, 
May Ist, 1901. 


a a . 7˙7ö; 


Nec sa 


> 7982 0 


ae 
= 


e 
ee 
2 Ses 
N 


es, aa 
ss 


SANJIVANI, 
May 2nd, 1901. 


( 368 ) 


‘orth- Western: Provinces to pay a visit to the newly-established Hindu Colle. 
> Benares. If the Aiigsth ‘College be a laudable institution, why ig the 
Benares Hindu College not equally so? It cannot be said that the Aligarh 
College gives no political education. For Mr, Theodore Beck was a staunch 
antagonist of the National Congress, and never failed to propagate his views. 
His example has been followed by his pupils. It is not our wish to malign 
a dead man; bat, for the sake of truth, it must be stated that in youth Sir 
Syed Ahmed made no distinction between Hindus and Musalmans, and collected 
subscriptions for his college from both alike But in later years he became 
a staunch opponent of the Hindus, used to vilify the Bengalis, the Hindus, 
and the National Con in the most intemperate language in public meetings, 
and did his best to injure the Hindu community. | | 

Sir Syed’s college was established with subscriptions collected at home 
and abroad. Can it then be compared with the lastin monument of self. 
sacrifice left by the late Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar? Vidyasagar was a poor 
Brahman. He gave up his appointment as Principal of the Sanskrit Col ege 
owing to a slight misunderstanding with the authorities, He incurred the 
displeasure of his countrymen over the question of widow-remarriage. He 
had, therefore, neither money nor influence with his countrymen when he 
established his celebrated college in Calcutta, Still, he founded the college 
without taking a pice in the shape of contribution from anybody else, and he 
lived to see his institution rise to a position of eminence and glory. It is still 
one of the principal colleges in Calcutta. Again, the Kayastha pathsala of 
Allahabad is an institution which was established with funds supplied by one 
man The Dayananda College at Lahore is a glorious monument of the 

Hindus. It is maintained with funds collected on every anniversary of the 


_ Arya Samaj. The college which was established in Sind a few years ago owes 


its existence to the voluntary contribution of a month’s pay by every one in 
service. The Fergusson College in Poona is a brilliant example of self-sacrifice. 
Not one of its Professors and teachers permits himself to be paid a ‘salary of 
more than Rs. 75 a month, and it counts Mr. Gokhale among its staff. Mr. 
Paranjhe, too, has bound himself to serve as a Professor of this College on his 
return from England. Is it right that the Viceroys and Lieutenant-Governors 
should find words to praise only the Aligarh College whilst they take not the 
least notice of all these noble institutions ? 
39. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 2nd May says that the Pabna 
: District Board has done an act of shortsighted 
ance . competes are policy by abolishing the posts of Inspecting 
andits under it. In many official reports the 
efficiency of Inspecting Pandit: has been acknowledged. Even Mr. Pedler 
has said, these officers are useful in awakening the educational interest,’ 
and “all the district reports are in favour of the present scheme of Inspecting 
Pandits.” Nevertheless, the Pabna District Board abolished the posts on the 
simple ground that after reviewing the Board’s budget estimate for the current 
year, the Divisional Commissioner expressed his opinion that the Board’s 
expenses should be curtailed. Pabna had eight Inspecting Pandits, and the 
Board's yearly expense on them was Rs, 2,528. On the 26th March last a 
School Sub-Inspector was appointed in the place of the Inspecting Pandits 
at an annual cost of Rs. #00. In his last Annual Report Mr. Pedler has 
remarked “ these officers re Pandits) are useful in maintaining the 
educational interest by their frequent visits among the people, chiefly culti- 
vators, who are rather indifferent in the matter of educating their children.“ 
Now, is it possible that the “ frequent visits” which eight Inspeeting Pandits 
paid to the schools under them would be kept up by one Schoo at gual 
According to calculation if the Sub-Inspector be a very dutiful and hard- 
working officer, he will just be able to visit a school only twice a year. Then 
again, according to the educational scheme which will be enforced from the 
ear 1902, no School Sub-Inspector will have more than sixty schools under 
um. So nine such Sub-Inspectors will be required for the 540 schools in 
the Pabna district. At present there are only four such Sub- Inspectors there 
excluding the recently appointed one, and the addition of five more will 
involve a yearly expenditure of Rs. 4,500 at the rate of Ks. 900 per man per 


year. But the Inspecting Pandits cost only Rs. 2,528 per year. So in the 


( 569 ) 5 
long run the abolition of the post of Inspecting Pandits and the appointment 


of School Sub- Inspectors in their place will rather enhance than ocurts il che 


expenses of the Pabna Distriet Board. 


The dismissed Inspecting Pandits have served the Board for 14 years. 


T a rule, very poor, and depend on their stipends for maintenance. 
et Sain ‘will they hive. now? The Board must take mercy on them and 
provide for them somehow. | 


40. The Navayng [Calcutta] of the 4th May says that Mr. Percival, the 
: x N L : er of the Ohiitagone Collegiate School, | 


Mr. Percival, teacber of the has been punished with an agreeable transfer for 
„ his e highhanded behaviour towards the 
students and the teachers of the school, and even towards the Principal of the 


College. He has been transferred from Chittagong, an unhealthy pines, to : 
as been 
transfered from Noakhali, a malarious district, to Nadia, What a fine policy 


Dacca. This is not a singular instance of the kind, Mr. Reily 


Government nowadays adopts to punish offending officers ! yee 

41. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the-4th May notices with pleasure the 

3 salutary advice which the Viceroy gave to the 
The Viceroy's Aligarh speech. students of the Aligarh College on the occasion 
of his recent visit to that institution, and writes as follows:— | 

How sweet, how consoling are his words! Huw many are those from 
whom we hear such outpouring of heart? 

His Excellency’s words, whenever he speaks in public, appear as if they 
were inspired with the spirit of Hinduism. That religion ought to form 
the basis of every action is a precept of the Hindus. Whutever they do 
proceeds from considerations of religion. Lord Curzon’s keen ity has 
enabled him to see that English education has not unoften the effect of denation- 
alising the Indians, whether they be Hindus or Musalmans, Sikhs or Parsis. 
Western education has not been able to corrupt the Muhainmadan community in 
India to the extent to which it has corrupted the Hindu. But Lord Curzon 
has felt and in his eloquent words given the advice that as the Muhammadan 
community has not entirely escaped the evil effects of Western education, 
these should be provided against. Although he has said all this to the 
Musalmans directly, yet his remarks apply with equal force also to the followers 
of other religions in India. 95 

His Excellency knows full well that it is impossible to introduce a system 
of religious education in the Indian schools and colleges. But he does not 
think that English education is incompatible with strict adherence to one's 
own religion. It is not rare nowadays to find men who are well educated 
and yet staunch Hindus. Nevertheless, the first introduction of English 
education in India misled many Indian youths and taught them to imitate 
the evils of the West. That is why His Excellency has said in plain words 
*“ Adhere to your own religion.“ ae 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


42. A correspondent of the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the nd May pene from 


No. 66, Garparh Road, Calcutta, that a portion of 
an old house is hanging dangerously over the road 
. and his house. In the last September rains another 
portion of the same house fell and killed a number of men. The Municipality 
although informed has taken no steps to prevent a catastrophe. | 
43. The Narayug Naat rang of r 2 N complains of the extremely 
: 3 _ dirty and unhealthy condition of house No. 14 
An eens See ee Shib Krishna Das's Lane, Calcutta. The Health 
Officer of the Calcutta Municipality should be aware of this. 


— 


A dangerously old house in 
Calcutta. - 


( Questions affecting the land. 


44. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Fatrika of the lat May has 


the followirg.-— e , 


Distress! e Se ee ee ee eae ve ae „ 
in some thas ain Last yenr a petition was sent to the Liéitenant- 


the Midnapure district. 


* 
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3 SGSovernor, signed by hundreds of inhabitants of the 
Naruamutha thas mahal in the Contai subdivision of the Midnapore district. A 


Navarva, 


BaNGaVasl!, 


May 4th, 1901. 


SaJIvanl, 
May 2nd, 1901. 


- Navarua, 
May 4th, 1901, 


Sri Sai Visanv ~ 


e 
W eee 


NK Re 1 N WY Jt vn be aed, 
Gees BAL wee RINE ERMC REPEL dant e be + 
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KasiPuR NIVAsI, 
May ist, 1901, 


“Sri Sai VisHNvU 


ANAND BAEAR 


May lst, 1901. 


May 2nd, 1901. 


April 26th, 1901. 
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few months afterwards a reminder also was sent, which elicited from the 
Private Secretary to His Honour the reply that the matter was. still under the 
consideration of Government. After this, when His Honour paid a visit to 
Midnapore, many inbabitants of the 4aas maha/ came to town and informed him 


6 - 


of their distress. His Honour told them that speedy measures would be taken 
but unfortunately nothing has been done up to this time. Our Lieptenant- 
Governor is known to be a kind-hearted and sympathetic ruler. So we again 
bring to his notice the following account from our correspondent. oe 

| o failure of crops for the last two years has caused great distress among 
the people, The continual and excessive rainfall last year greatly damaged the 
crops which became rotten and were destroyed. Cholera also broke out in 
almost all the villages as a result of the ‘consumption of rotten foed-giains by the 
inhabitants. The raiyats petitioned the able Subdivisional Officer, Babu Nanda 
Lal Bagchi, for a remission of revenve, on the ground that the outturn of cro 
was only one-fourth. He held out words of hope to them. But when the 
distress of ths people was made known to the Divisional Commissioner and the 
Board of Revenue, and when they called for a report, the Subdivisional Officer 
informed them that the distress was not so acute as to warrant a recommenda- 
tion to Government for a remission of revenue. But is he ‘aware that 
hundreds of people within his jurisdiction are on the point of starvation? If 
any one dies for want of food, the officers in charge must be held responsible for 
such death. Then again, the tahsildars are trying to realise arrears of rent for 
the current year by threats. A considerable sum is contributed to the Road 
Ooess Funds by this Division every year, but unfortunately there is not in 
these parts a single road good enough even for carts. ae 


(9)—Ratlways and communications including canals and srrigation 


45. The Kashipur-Nivasi | Barisal} of the Ist May draws attention to the 
wretched condition of the steamer that plies 
between Noakhali and Barisal, and the great incon- 
‘venience to which passengers are put when it gets stranded in the silted beds 
of the rivers Ilsa and Hatiya. : 
46. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika of the ist May says 
: a3 : that the number of trains running on the Bengal 
Complaints against the Bengal Central Railway is so small that if a passenger 
8 misses one train, he will have to wait for twelve 
hours to catch another. Moreover, a train seldom arrives at the stated time. 
Every Monday morning a train starts from Bongong for Calcutta, which is 
timed to meet an up-train of the Eastern Bengal State Railway at the Dum- 
Dum Junction. But the Bengal Central Railway train seldom osrrives at 
Dum-Dum at the time fixed for its arrival there, and this causes great incon- 
venience to ngers. | ee 
47. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 2nd May says that the Eurasian 
Complaints against the ticket ticket collectors of the Chittagong station behave 
collectors of Ohittagung end very rudely towards the passengers. Similar 
Chandpur. complaints are also heard against the ticket collec- 
tor of Chandpur. The writer draws the attention of the Traffic Manager of 
the Assam-Bengal Railway to the matter. : 


(4)-- General. 


48. The Hitavadi ee the 26th April writes as follows: 

. be appointment of Babu Madhu Sudan Sen 
“ duet, Engineer, to the post of Under- 
Secretary in the Public Works Department bas led 
some of our contemporaries to exclaim in joy that this is the first time that 
a native of India has been given such a high post. We too are very lad at 
Babu Madhu Sudan’s good luck, but we cannot admit that it never fell to the 

lot of any Bengali to fill such a high post before High poste have, it is true, 
become scarce for Bengalis nowadays, but were not so before. The post of 
‘Under-Secretary in the Public Works Department may not have been occupied 
by any Bengali before. But Under. Secretaryships in other departments were 
formerly not unattainable by Bengalis. The late Rajendra Nath Mitra, for 


A defective steamer service, 


instance; Jong held the 
The late Bankim Chandra ( hatterji ji, loch held: tl 
with credit. It is only ae er ihe 2. 
become a monopoly of fect aR 
native préss has become so 
Nowadays an ‘Under-Sec — 
become a rare thing for a Bengali. 
Private Seeretary to the Viceroy was not considered too high - 
Bentinok wanted to give the post to a Bengali, 


But in 1 2 gone ae r . 


doi But Lord Dalhousie actually app inted Babu Hara Chandra Ghosh, 
father of of B ‘bu: Pratap Chandra Ghosh, the late Registrar of Calcutta, his 
Private Secretary. bu Hara Chandra could not continue in the post as a 


family objected to his leaving Calcutta for up- country with the 7 — rey. Be 
a post 1 — has in recent yeurs been held b men like Primrose, M enzie 
Wallace, and Gordon Pasha was at one time held by a Bengali. e truth is 
that liberality, impartiality, sympathy; and -apprecis 
formerly ee hep almost ever rlishman in high offico—are now rarel a 
found even among me higliest Eng * officials, both in India and in Englan 
In 1833, on the occasion of granting a frech Charter to the East Indian 
Company, the Ministry incorporated therein a clause that competent natives 
of India should be declared entitled to all high posts, including that af a 
Magistrate. A certain narrow-minded ex -Civilian, who was enjoying in England 
the riches he had amassed in India, got up an agitation against this pro 
and a memorial was submitted to the House of Lords. But the memorial 
was rejected and the clause was incorporated in the Charter. The . Directors, 
however, most of whom werfe ‘op sed to the concession, began to throw 
obstacles in the way of giving ect. But though they ofased to admit 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy 8 — Raja Ram, and Dwerake Neth Tagore's son, 
Nagendra Nath; into the Civil Service, they had yet:to give them high posts 
in other branches of the ‘public service. Here lies the difference between the 
t and the * resent: To take some other instances, Raja anaes | tole —— 
abu Radha Nath Sikdar of the Surveyor-General's Office, and 
Charan Biswas of the Comptroller- Generals Offico were at one jo ug 


such respect by thie Government as has not been the lot of any Bengali “a 


command since then. 

The day of friend y intercourse bet ween infinential Englishmen and 
Bengalis of position, too, is past. Even in a crisis like the Sepoy Mutiny 
Lord Canning did not fail to consult with men Ifke Ram Gopal Ghosh and 
Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar, and anxiously’ waited to see what Hurriabs 
Hindoo Patriot, had got to say. After Lord Canning Lord Ripon was the only 
Viceroy w ho "cultivated the friendship ‘of Beng galis and listened to the 
advice of his Bengali friends. Many vill be 3 to hear that i in drawing 
up the clebrated Idert Bill, Lord Ripon tock the. help of the Bengali rape 
the late Monmohan: Ghose. 


We want to see Lord Curzon follow i in the footatepe of Lords Canning and 


Ripon. 3479406 
49. Thees Barden Sanj iche (Burdwan: jot the 30th Apsil has the 1 
The een, ing: n 


year during the hot sedson, and yet no ~precautionary measures are: ye 
Government; The Hon'ble Babu Baikuntha Nath Sen and others clearl 


expenditure s 
an sin in manner althou 
suppl Govern ment, however, plainly declared its unwillingness to. 


the case that Government was unable to help in the matter for want of funds or 
that the cause ‘was unworthy of jtd support, or that the District Boards were 


able to sufficiently cope with the difficulty, of course we should have:nothiog,to 
fu 


of. c But sueh: is not / the case. Government cannot 
is — award: that ‘waht: of: 2e A Water. ma 
pur king wa 


a surplue of:42:lakhsiof rupees being shown i in the bud rn 
may danse 11 lea 


for him. 70 
though he did not succeed in 


iation of ‘merit—qualities 


Water-scarcity is felt in the mufeasal. = 


pointed out that the annual: income of the ‘District. Boards was so small and =e 
o‘that they were quite unable to undertake water-supply. in 
they were certainly responsible for making such 
spend money 
1 can be more disa pointing than this. If it had been 


d 823 ef 


:: Moreover, Government has itself admitted thut the Wann be . . 
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to their 


Burdwan SanJivall, 
April 80th, 1901, 


PaLirvasi, 
May Ist, 1901. 


(ah) oS 
very much short of funds, and it has held out hopes that it ‘will, tosom o extent, 


improve the financial. position. of those bodies next year. mm t eireu m- 
ar at least a part of the surplus might have been made available for 


removing water scarcity this year. vernment gave this year a large sum to 
the dead wind dumb school, a considerable sum to the relief fund stated after the 


disastrous landship at Darjeeling, and also contributed handsomely towards the 
of money if Government had spent something for supplying: pure drinking water 
poor subjects in the mufassal. Government says that the raiyats should 
provide the labour and the landlords and zamindars should help them in this 
matter, But if in all matters the subjects are to Ras themselves, why do they 
pay revenues to the rulers? Undor the Hindu and Muhammadan rulers the 
people had not to pay any other taxes except the land revenue. Yet the rulers 
in those days supplied pure water to their subjects at their own cost, and 
large tanks excavated by them still bear testimony to the fact, The 
people in those days did not pay anything in the shape of road cess, and yet a 
good road from Dacca to Delhi was built at the Imperial cost. Nowadayr, 
decrease of income on the one hand and increase of expenditure on the other 
have quite impovorished the people. What will become of them, if under the 
circumstances Government be unwilling to spend at least a part of the surplus 
to supply their wants to a certain extent ? Government advises the zamindars to 
lend pecuniary help to the raiyats, but the condition of the zamindars is still more 
deplorable, They have to contribute so much against their will in the shape of 
subscriptions, simply to please the highest officials, that they do not feel inclined 
or able to spend any more. 9 : 2 ae 
ce |e The same paper says that there has been aprofit of three lakhs and 
thirteen thousand rupees from the aE Crp Depart- 
22 of rural sub-registra- ment alone, although Government declared when the 
: registration system was first introduced, that it had no 
desire to make any profit from that department. If that be the case, Government 
should have stated in what way it intended to utilise this income from the Regis. 
tration Department. The Department stands in need of improvement. ‘The 
number of rural sub-registration offices should be increased to remove the 
inconvenience of intending executants of documents, who have now ‘sometimes ~ 
to come over a considerable distance for the purpose of getting them registered. 
651. The Pallivasi [Kalna} of the lst May has the fullowing:—: - 
mation of the Govind _ Government has 


ees proposed: to incorporate the 


_ subdivision with the Burdwan dis. Govindapur subdivision with the Burdwan Divi- 


trict, sion. This proposal is a very good one. There 
are very many able lawyers at Burdwan, and, if need be, learned barristers from. 
Calcutta too, can be brought up within three or four hours. The inhabitants 
of Govindpur also will have no difficulty in coming to Burdwan to have their 
cases tried there. If Govindpur is incorporated with the Burd wan district the 
change will be of great advantage to the former. Moreover, it will entail no 
additional expenditure on the part of Government, as the Collector of Burdwan 
has said that an additional Joint Magistrade is all that will be required to cope 
with the increased work, and that the amla need not be increased. There can 
be no 1 bree to the proposal which will be found convenient both to Govern- 
ment and the public. eee eee 
"Government seems to be in favour of the proposed Asensol district. If the 
Lr N is given effect to, Govindpur is likely to be incorporated with the new 
‘district, and the Bankura district will be dismembered. - Bankura is really a 
of the Burdwan district, and itis still spoken af as the Western Burdwan.” 
Moreover, the number of pleaders and mukhtars at Bankura is very small and 
sometimes pleaders have to be brought down from Burdwan, which is not very 
easy and convenient to the parties. Not long ago the Sessions Court of 
Bankura was held at Burdwan. But it must also be said that it is not 


convenient to come to Burdwan from Ban PPR EE ES 
G indpur. — Jurdwar Bankura, as it is to come 
t 


8 
yor? 


oes not appear that the pro sed district of Asensol will rove of much 
advantage to. the European merchants, for whose convenienos the change it 
intended, Burdwan is an ancieut, historical town, and the capital of a great 
Maharaja, and enjoys all the blessings of civilisation, It will be a matter of 


5 
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6) 
gond fortune to tho people of Clovindpur it tis brought wider. the, jae 


Nee Peg or ae il Aer d e 
52. The Bankura Dar pan 3 of the Ist May bas the following :— 
5 he dismemberment of the ‘Bankura district 


Dismemberment of the 


1 loss to Government. Some of the details are given 

(1) In this and in the neighbouring districts the number of Sonthal, Kurmi 
Bowri, Chowar, and other savage inhabitants is very large. In order to kee 
them in check, it is absolutely necessary to make the town of Bankura h a 


quarters of the district for its central position. If the sadar station be removed 
to Manbhum or Asensol, these savage people, too, will be removed further off 
from the sadur station, and so it will be difficult to keep them under control. 
Consequently theft and dacoity will increase. : 


(2) The charitable dispensary, the Lady Dufferin Hospital and the offices 


of the District Board at Bankura, which were built with public local funds at 
an enormous cost, will have to be left. | 1285 


(3) There are many people at Bankura who solely depend on the. rents. ot 


the houses which they own, but if the district be dismembered, they will have 
no other means to depend on for their livelihood, i „ 


(4) There are three Entrance Schools in the town, but the Zilla School 


has the largest number of boys and has the largest income too. The Wesleyan 
Mission contemplate establishing a college, but if the district be dismembered, 
not a single school even will survive, not to speak of a college; for the sons 
of pleaders, mukhtars, amla, and merchants will go to the new district ‘with 
their parents. 


- (5) Bankura is one of the healthiest towns in Bengal. There is no si 

of malaria here. ‘The climate of the new town will not suit the inhabitants of 

this place, who will have to remove themselves there. ee ee 
(6) The Bankura district is a very poor one. The local inhabitants will 

have to incur greater expense if they are required to go to a distant place to 

have their cases tried. The proposed dismemberment will be convenient to a 

few coal merchants, but will cause great inconvenience to thousands of people. 


[. 7. Bankura is a civil district, Act VIII of 1885 is in force here, but not 
in Manbhum. The people will now be deprived of the privileges of the above 
Act, which they have enjoyed so. long. 8 . 
(8) The petty ye ag ox and traders will literally have to starve with 
their families if the district be dismembered. 4 ieee er 
_ (9) The am la of the courte will have to go to the new district where living 
is not so cheap as here. Consequently they will be involved in debts. : 

53. The same paper with reference to the proposed Asensol district writes 


* 


The proposed coal district. 7 5 * N 
Manbhum district. If this be incorporated with the new district, then only the 
sadar subdivision of Purulia will be left. If it be necessary to abolish a district, 
then it is advisable to incorporate the Purulia subdivision with the Bankura 


district. There is no Judge’s Court in Purulia as there is in Bankura. The 


people of Purulia have to go to Ranchi to prefer appeals ; they cannot possibly 
have any objection to.come to Bankura in its stead, as a railway line will soon 
be opened between the places. There is no railway line from Purulia to Ranchi. 
12) Midnapore is a large district. Its area should be reduced. The part 
of it which was formerly under the Hooghly district may again be incorporated 

with that district; and the part of the Hooghly district which was formerly 
under the Burdwan district may again be brought under that district. In that 
case, there will be no serious dismemberment of the Bankura district, and it will 


serve the purpose well if only the Maisara parganas are incorporated with 


the new proposed coal district. | „„ 
Khatra and Raipur thanas should not be brought under the Manbhum 
district again. The people of these two thanas are quite unwilling to go to 
Manbhum now. In the report of the Commission which was appointed, durin; 
the administration of Sir Ashley Eden, to fix the limits of districts, it is itated 


Bankura vill cause great inconvenience to its inhabitants and 


Govindpur is the only subdivision of the 


Bankura Fart 
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Caro Mruir, 
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Praznat, 
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Raipur and Khatra should be under the Bankura district. If the new coal 
4510 be at all necessary, then the Ganga) — thana may be incorporated 
with it without. any loss to the Midnapore district, which will still remain a 

class district. ¥ mere a enc Be . 
or 54. The Prabhat Calcutta] of the Ist May says that the new Civil List 
e N shows Mr. Pennell to have been suspended from the 

Mr. Pennell and Mr. Reily in 4th March last, but makes no mention whatever of 
the now Civil List. Mr. Reily’s suspension, the latter being shown as 
“Officiating District Superintendent, Noakhali, officiating in the fifth 7 
Mr. T. C. Simpson, too, is shown as officiating ig ined Fp eae e Noakhali. 
Is this a mistake, or has it been n done? If the Civil List is to be 
believed, Mr. Reily was not suspended. But ever body knows that he was. 
55. Referring to the remarks made by Mr. Baker, in the Bengal Legisla- 

tive Council on the A of water scarcity, the 

Government end the question ok Thulna] Khulna] of the 2nd May asks if according 
wae aes: to Mr. Baker the only duty of the Government in 
this country is to extort taxes from its subjects and thereby impoverish them. 
Is it not the duty of the Government to apply the proceeds of these taxes to 
the construction of works of public utility? Are these words of Mr. Baker 
befitting the Christian government of In a ?: To: suck the life-blood of the 
poor raiyats by way of taxation and to be indifferent to their grievances is a poli 
which nobody expected would be propounded during the administration of the 
generous Lord Curzon. eee ee 

Government has done and is still doing much to save the Indians from 
famine. But why is it so indifferent in the matter of removing the prevailing 
water distress? — ) ae N 

If Lord Curzon and Sir John Woodburn could but once come down from 
their cool and pleasant palaces in the hills and see with their own eyes the inde- 
scribable sufferings of the poor villagers in the hot season, they would be able 
to realise the seriousness of their situation, and find that it was not every 
village which had its zamindar or rich man to look after its welfare. 

: 56. The Hitaradi bearer it of gy May 8 a orale gaa pao 
: | Officiutin ccouutant-General,, Bengal, did not 
Officating 3 observe the late Muharram holidays in his office. 
Bengal. He had kept the audit department of his office open 
on the preceding Easter Monday. The period of casual leave in a year a 
been reduced in his office from fifteen to six days, and his clerks are made to 
work after the usual office hours. Punishment is inflicted in British territory 
on those who treat animals cruelly, but there seems to be no provision prescrib- 
ing punishment for those who treat clerks in a cruel manner. It behoves the 
authorities to take pity on the clerks employed in Government offices. 

57. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the inconvenience 

An inconvenience of candidates Which is caused to the candidates for the Revenue 
for the Kevenue Agentship Ex- Agentship Examiration by the practice of dictating 
e to them questions instead of supplying each candi- 
date with a separate printed question paper. A good portion of the three and- 
a-half hours’ time allowed to them for writing answers is lost by taking down 
the questions in English or their eztempore and often unintelligible translations 
from dictation. The Board of Revenue. is requested to remove this inconve- 
nience of the candidaies. 


V.—PRosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


58. The Charu Mihir LBepensingh ) at the 30th April says that famine is 
Distress’ in the Mymencingh innminent at Gopalpur in the Mymensingh district. 
district The aus and aman paddy crops have completely 
oat failed. The present drought makes the prospects 
of other crops also gloomy. Many are living on insufficient food, a few are 
even starving. There is also great scarcity of water. Incendiarism, theft, and 
—a have increased. Epidemics are raging with virulence. | 
59. The Prabhat [Ca me: ot 5 Ist May writes as follows: — 
a Mr. Baker made a roundabout reply to Mr. 
nnn Ananda Mohan Bose's simple interpellation regard- 
ing the removal of water scarcity iu the mufassal. 


1 


‘ 
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5 * 
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Mr. Baker said that as the Government was not bound ‘ta find féod fur the 
so was it not bound to find them drinking water. But it may be. asked 
if the Government does not think it ite duty to supply the people with food 
PPC 0 options 
and make contributions from its own exchequer for the purpose of vin, 
distress? Is this due merely to ita kindness? Certainly not. The Brity 
Government may be a very kind Government, but it is not pure disinterested 

kindness which makes it draw 9 the public exchequer for the relief of famine. 
It is in a manner compelled to do so for the sake of its own good name. Iudin 

every year exports to England millions of maunds of grain, and pays crores of | 
rupees to that country astribute. Isit not a reproach to the Government of such 
a country as this if it allows its people to die of starvation ? Government is 

therefore compelled to show kindness to famine-stricken Indians for the sake 

of its own good name. | 3 fe 

If the Government can take so much trouble to supply the people with 
food, wby then should it not also supply them with water when there is water 
scarcity in the country? It has imposed the road cess upon the weak 
shoulders of the village people. Will it say how it has expended the crores of 
rupees it has up to this time realised from the tax? Nobody need be told 1 
of the object with which the tax was imposed. Speaking of it, Sir George ä 
Campbell said: —“ It is above all things requisite that the benefit to be derived 1 
from the rates (the road cess) should be brought home to their (villagers“) 
doors; that these benefits should be palpable, direct, and immediate,” That 
the benefits referred to by Sir George did not mean only the construction of 
village roads and paths may be gathered from the following statement which 
he made: — The making and improving of wells, tanks, and other works of 
irrigation, affecting comparatively small areas of land, are the operations 
which probably comply with these conditions.” . ; , 

But has Government spent the road cess on this object? Has it at all kept 
that object in sight, although the poor villagers have gone on paying the cess 
even by the sale of their meagre domestic utensils? Far from doing so, Gov- 
ernment has indicated by its reply that it does not at all wish to have the 
question of water-supply raised or that the people should make any demand 
upon it on that score. Were then the words of Sir George Campbell 
„Every tax-payer is encouraged and invited to claim that the tax shall be 1 
fairly applied to the village roads and local paths or water channels in which „ 
he is interested —a mere hoax? It is impossible that Sir John Wood burn ae 
is not aware of these words of Sir George Campbell’s. But what is one to 
think after reading Mr. Baker’s reply. +s 

It behoves Sir John Woodburn to see with his own eyes the severe distress 
that has been caused to the once well-watered Bengal villages: by. the scarcity 
of water and to hear the wails of the. villagers. If after this, he does not 
think it necessary. to remove water scarcity, we will nct complain again. Ee 

60. The Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the 3rd May says that a famine is Ranaun, = | ¢& 

imminent in Dacca and Faridpur. In Mymen - Ma 8rd, 1901. „ 
} > singh, people are suffering as well from scarcity. 
food as from oppression. We have lost all fear of famine, because we have 
grown accustomed to it. And why should those fear starvation, who do not 
fear to die? But it is the duty of the Sovereign to try to save his subjects 
from death. Let him do his best, and if the subjects die in spite of his efforts 
to save them, that will be no fault of his. ot : 


- 


Distress in some parts of Bengal. 


VI.—Miscetianeovs. | 0 Ga oe 1 

61. The Hindi Bangavass [Caleutta } of the 29th April. says that the RMI BaNGavast, 3 1 4 

A Nye Z Christian missionaries, male or female, are political April 20th, 1901. ai 

owe of ain ety on Nhe detectives in the guise of religious preachers, Mise NC 
views of Indiahs. W e * a | 1 a 
Ruther, a zanana missionary, writing to the Punjab . „„ 


Mission News, says that it has become a general belief among the Indian people 
that the oppression of the present time is surpassing that of the past. People 
pay they are being robbed of their property, females are being robbed. of their 
chastity, the weak are being oppure and animals are being killed. This state 

of things commenced after the death of Her late Majesty: The plague: is an 
invention designed to kill the Indians, Poison is thrown into wells to produce 


St etry 
ee ly ae 
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lague and poison is injected into the human body by way of plagne inocula. 
tion, and all this with the object of killing the Indians. Now anarchy cat 
in India, and the coin, therefore, does not bear the image of any new 957 or 
Tho coronation of a new Sovereign requires a large sum of money. Such a 
sum cannot be procured unless the raiyats are put to death. For the abova 
reason, oppression is found to be . everywhere in India. This Miss 
Ruther is a downright liar; Pe she went to some village, the inhabitants 
of which did not treat her respectfully, suspecting her to be a officer, Is 
it right for her that for the treatment she received at the hands of the rural 
tion 4 . village, she should incite the Government against the 
People | | 


si ore 62. The Sanjivant [Calcutta of the 2 
88 im. M r. Pennell’s reception oat 3 J L J 2nd 


May 
contains a correspondent’s letter describing Ut. 
Pennell’s reception at Barisal. 
Mrare-o-SvDHAKaR, 63. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 3rd May says that the 24th 
May 8rd, 1901. of May should be observed as a public holiday in 
Pag 24th May ssa publ’c holi- memory of the late Queen-Empress, whose birthday 
: it was. | ee : 
64. The Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the rd May writes as follows:: —- 
eS Two things ought always to be remembered 
ich sacar. by a down-trodden people like ourselves, if we 
want to discuss politics or mix ourselves up in political agitation. We ought 
to remember first, that we are a subject people and as such entirely dependent 
on the mercy of our conquerors for everything we possess ; that our only means 
of attracting the pity of our conquerors is to cry like beggars; and that as 
beggars we should not object to the quality of the gifts made to us by our 
conquerors. Englishmen have not become saints, or ceased to have any regard 
for self-interest by ee a 4 India. Nor have they come to this country on 
a pilgrimage to practise disinterested charity. 
he second thing that we ought to remember is that under British rule 
our religion and the honour of our women, both sore points with us Hindus, 
- are safe. 

Will it, it should also be considered, be possible to infuse life into a people, 
who are fatalists like the Bengalis, and are never moved by the direst calamities | 
like famine and plague or even by the fear of death? Political agitation 
will be in vain so long as the masses remain lifeless and inert. Long news- 
paper articles pointing out the defects of the administration and brimming 
over with ridicule and abuse, are certainly relished by a section of the native 
community, but such writing only panders to the vulgar tastes of the people 
and imparts to them no political education. : , 

Congresses and conferences have been held for the last sixteen years, and 
lakhs upon lakhs of money have been spent upon them. But have they done 
any good besides putting some money into the pockets of a few people? They 
have, on the contrary, served to strain the good relation between the rulers 
and the ruled, and to embitter feelings between the protectors and the eg 
and have made it more and more difficult for the latter to earn their bread by 
service. When you have no other means of earning a livelihood, except beg - 
ging, does it not befit you to please those whom you will ask for alms. You 
wi 


„and at the same time abuse the alms-giver. This cannot certainly be 
tolerated long. | 


65. The Bangabandhu [Chandernagore} of the 4th May writes as follows:— 
No people on the earth know so well how to 
The spirit of mutual help among help one another in danger as Englishmen, and that 
is why they are the greatest nation in the world. 
There is no want of profession of equality, but a love of his countrymen is 
the most dominant feeling in an Englishman's mind. To take the case of 
Mr. Pennell, in this case all Englishmen from the Police Superintendent to the 
Judges of the High Court and the highest executive authority are anxious to 
protect the national interest. Turning to trade we find free trade prevailing 
unchecked in spite of the existence of a universal famine in the country. 
Mr, Cotton fought hard for the coolies, and the result was that special provi: 
sions were embodied in the Code of Criminal Procedure for the benefit of 
Europeans, We Indians will do well to learn from Englishman this spirit of 
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mutual help. Say what one may, so long as there is a distinction of one’s own 


countrymen and foreigners, the fo 


trine of equality cannot be truly 


‘ce. The English are the conquerors and we the conquered, and this 
dubastion tina N remain. And Soci our rulers have such a love pn | 


we must suffer, But if we had learnt to love our countryme 
. our condition, would not have been so miserable. We are 
carried off by transient fancies and dissipate all our energies in speechi- 
fying without considering that the ultimate end of meetings and speeches 
is action. | 1 1 1 
tr utta] of the 4th May says that Mr. Pennell 
66. The Bharat Mike: (eee: by the Moonen Fan to. vials. the 
Mr. Pennell and the Indians, town. The e ee af Barisal Rex 80 
rbidding the people of that district to take any part in the meeting 
2 to e Pennell, But the people disobeyed the order. 
He was garlanded with flowers and highly honoured, The Indians should be 
allowed to worship Mr. Pennell. You may call him mad or anything you like, 
but the Indians are now mad after him. If you disallow them to show respect 
to Mr. Pennell they will be pained. eye 


j acca Prakash [ Dacca] of the 5th May writes 
„ F aging from the recent conduct of Rai Kali 
Rai Kali Prasanna Ghosh Prasanna Ghosh Bahadur and other officers of the 
eS of Bhawal Estate, it would appear thet the death of 
ee ee | their late master has, instead of affecting them with 
grief, produced in them a feeling the very reverse of it. For scarcely had the 
flame on the funeral pyre of the late Raja been extinguished, when we received 
three letters, one from the Babu’s relative, Baikuntha Chandra Guha, and the 
other two from two persons known to be great friends of the deceased Raja, 
containing the common request that the supply of the Dacca Prakash to the 

Rai Bahadur as well as the Bhawal Estate might be discontinued. 3 


The Rani is said to have been lying unconcious for grief at the time, 
Who then sent this order? Is Baikuntha Chandra Guha the master of the Raj 
household? It need hardly be said that the Dacca Prakash had been publish- 
ing charges against the Rai Bahadur and other officers of the estate for the 
information of the Raja, and after his death, for the information of his wife 
and sons. The officers thus in a manner stand in the position of accused 
persons at the bar. And when the accused can reject petitions made to the 
Judge in this way, tbe Judge must be clearly without any power. The accused 
are all in all in Bhowal. 


Another indication of the real feelings of Rai Kali Prasanna Ghosh 


Bahadur and his brother officers is to be found in the fact that a speaker has 
found a passport to their favour by likening the day of the Raja’s death 
to the day on which the image of the goddess Durga is consigned to the 
‘waters—a day, it should be noted, which is the merriest day in the year, and 
on which, under the influence of a deep joy, people forget all enmities 


and embrace foes no less than friends. 


In describing the grief produced in the Raj family, a paper enjoying the 
favour of the Rai Bahadur has without wasting a word on the deep grief of 
the aged mother and the still more aged grandmother, dilated on the 
personal charms and accomplishments of the sorrowing widow in a way which 
must be highly offensive to a Hindu lady. The design underlying this 


description is so shameful that one cannot bring oneself to name it to 


the public. 


We hope that the Raj Kumars will soon acquire the title of Rajas, and 
thereby win for their mother the honoured and venerable name of Raymata. 


„ 


Unrra PAPERS, . . : 5 

68. Referring to the patronage extended to the Apprentice Department 
3 „ of the Sibpur Engineering College by the Bengal 
1 —— wre Onlleg „t Government, the tkalatptka [Outtack] of the 27 th 
e April, exhorts the natives of Orissa to join that 
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Dacca Paaxase, 
May 5th, 1901. 
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April 27th, 1901. 
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SaMVADVAHIKA, 
April 25th, 1901. 
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SaMBaLPuR 
BITAISHINI. 


Sn Mat ae eee IE 2 . 
ak mest tee en ee 122 * 

ane “acd * 2 aN ALS Pgs 25 7 Oh tee ; r Beas tea 
* 2 * eee * 4 enn 8 2 1 
„ NEN TED Madde, a Ping 1 J 2 9 N N r 
‘ A BS n N. Fatt Si NE RA aye eS 2 
VVV 

r 
oi” , 3 * 

e 17 N 


department of the College and avail themselves of the benefit thus conferred 
on the institution. !.... eee e 
69. The same paper points out that the tenants of Kotdesh in district 
: Puri are in great distress. The rivers Kushbhadra 
1 khas mahal of the and Bhargavi flooded their fields in the last rainy 
on _ peason, thereby destroying a portion of their crops, 
the old zamindars are suingthem for their arrears of rents, while the new 
zamindar, namely, the Tas mahal has put such high ure on their econo- 
mical condition that many have been compelled to sell off their food stuffs 
to meet the demands of the landlord, and a virulent type of cholera and small- 
ox has carried off a large number of men and women within the space of a 
ew days. In the days of the zamindars, the tenants obtained help in the 
shape of wood, &c., to burn the dead bodies of their relations and frien 
while under Government khas mahal rule, they obtain no such help. It has 


‘been found that many dead bodies are lying unburnt or unburied, thereby 


injuring the health of the public. The writer hopes that the District Magis. 
(rate and Collector and the District Board, Puri, will take note of the above 
complaints and do the needful. ; 


70. Referring to the speech of Mr. Carstairs, the Commissioner of 

1 i the Orissa Division, delivered on the occasion of the 
88 Girls’ School, distribution of prizes to the girls of the Hindu 

1 Girls' School, Cuttack, the same paper approves 
of the remarks made by the Commissioner in which he pointed out that 
the Raja of Bamra, who belongs to the Central Provinces, has contributed 
substantia! aid towards the funds of the school, while the. Rajas of Orissa 
have done very little to support the institution. 


71. Referring to the road cess revaluation proceedings going on in the 
Balasore District, the same paper observes that 
the Collector of Balasore should not have informed 
the zamindars that the road cess jama was being 
settled for one year. The road cess jama may be settled according to the 
mufussal jama to be found in the settlement papers, that are in the mohafizkhana 
and any zamindar, who finds himself distressed in any way, may submit a 
petition to that effect. Instead of doing this, it is troublesome and oppressive 
to call upon the zamindars to produce their * atHans, &c., which all of them do 
not possess, and to fine them for non-compliunce with orders, which they are 
not expected to carry out in any way. The settlement proceedings having been 
closed only the other day, it cannot be expected that the zamindars have in 
any way increased their mufassal jamo, which they are unwilling to bring 
to account. The writer is of opinion that the road cess jama should be fixed 
for a larger number of years and not for one year, | : 


72. The Sumvadvahika [Balasore] of the 25th April states that there 
— is A were heavy showers of hail-stones in certain parts 
Dai zores of the Balasore District, that have injured certain 
standing crops, while the rains that accompanied. 

them have done good to other crops. | 


73. Referring to the go hepa which ay Bg of posting an — 

| envelope to the back of a book- cover, tn 
em See ere Sambalpur Hitaishins spree of the 24th April 
states that the addressee is unnecessarily fined for this procedure of the 
addresser, which does not affect the postal stamp revenue in any way. At any 


Tag Indien publie rules should be widely circulated in the vernac . 


74. Referring to the r 485 govern the system of agri — banks, 
oe a which the Government is going to introduce in 
e eee ee the different parts of the 3 the same paper 
observes that ee, to call for securities and to make enquiries whether 
the sums advanced are spent for purpcses for which they were | vanced, should 
be abolished, as they will prove vexatious in the extreme, and 
many from taking advantage of a scheme that is intended mainly 


Road cess revaluation proceed- 
ings in Balasore. 


benefit of the agricultural interest. 
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75. dat (Sylhet) of the 25th April thanks Mr. Cotten for 
W Ue ‘tan terested spirit in which he tried to have 


1 says that Government has acted wisely in pos 
ning the operation of the increment clause of the Labour Act for two years. 

he tea plantations, in Assam, although they enrich foreigners, are still main. 

taining thousands of poor native 


labourers. A sudden increase in the wages of 
labour will entail serious loss on the tes planters. 55 
76. The same paper says that vi 


lage Mandarkandi within the Mandar- 
ndi subdivision of the Sylhet district.is going 


Drunkenness in a village in the to be ruined by an increase of drunkenness among 


e its inhabitants. Social discipline is powerless, 
because the heads of. society are themselves addicted to wine. Big zamindars 


are being ruined, Society is being demoralised. Government should take 
some measures to repress the vice. 
77. The same paper 


in the Sylbet district :— 

(1) The number of classes in a Middle 
English School is seven, while that of its teachers 
is generally only four, It is physically impossible for four teachers to teach 
seven classes regularly for four hours a day. 

@) At the instance of the Government its servile followers, the Chairmen 
of District Boards, are gradually withdrawing the grants-in-aid to these 
Schools, and thus injuring the cause of education in the Sylhet district. 

(3) The number of teachers ina school should never be diminished if 
not increased. 

(4) In — the teachers receive less than what they give receipts 
for as salaries. this way they set a very bad example before the little boys. 

(5) Great favouritism is shown in selecting text-books. 

78. The same paper says that recently the students of the Murari Chand 
| College, Sylhet, gave a theatrical perform- 
ante in Bet. Perform- ance of Babu Navin Chandra Sen’s “ Battle of 

Plassey.” In this they were greatly enco 
and helped by their professors. Boys of tender age, dressed like females, 
played the parts of female characters. The book contains many obscene 
sages which were also recited oY the students. It is a matter of regret that the 
_ learned professors encouraged this scandalous performance. Last year selected 


Middle English Schools in the 
Sylhet district. 


scenes from The Merchant of Venice” were played by the students of the 
College. Such innocent performances should ba encouraged, but not those 
like the recent one, 


‘ 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
Ogg. Bengali Translator. 
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writer as follows about the Middle English Schools 
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